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Newsletter April 2021 

Petition on recycling and separate collection of 
waste in Romania 
On 12 April 2021, the Committee analysed a petition on 
recycling and separate collection of waste in Romania. The 
petitioner argued that in most Romanian towns and 
villages, waste is not disposed of or collected selectively. 
The petitioner calls for the intervention of the EU bodies 
in order to bring Romania in compliance with its 
obligations. 
The Members decided to keep the petition open and send 
to the ENVI Committee for information. They also decided to ask the European Commission for an 
update of all the relevant information about the ongoing technical and political dialogue with Romania 
and the financial support that is being provided to this Member State in the field of waste 
management. They also decided send a letter to the Romanian Government inquiring about the state 
of realisation of their programmes in the field of waste management and the use of European funds  

 

Petition on the process of administration of Protected Disclosures in 
Ireland  
On 13 April 2021, the Committee dealt with a petition concerning the 
administration of protected disclosures in Ireland. The petitioner claimed 
that since she submitted a protected disclosure application to the Irish 
authorities she has not received any answer. The petitioner requested 

assistance regarding an alleged violation of her Fundamental Rights. 
The Members decided to keep the petition open and send this petition to the JURI Committee for 
information. They also decided to address the Irish Ministry for Justice its concern for the violation of 
the petitioner’s fundamental rights. Furthermore, the committee also requested information on when 
the Directive (EU) 2019/1937 of the European Parliament and of the Council, of 23 October 2019, on 
the protection of persons who report breaches of Union law would be transposed by the Irish 
authorities. 

  

*** 
PETI activities in April: 
-  End the Cage Age - 

European Citizens' 
Initiative: 15 April 

*** 
Upcoming PETI activities in 

May: 
- hearing on Inter-

institutional relations in 
the treatment of petitions: 
the role of the Commission 

(26 May) 
*** 

Debate on the European 
Citizens’ Initiative (ECI) 
“People4Soil”  

At the meeting of 13 April 
2021, the Committee held a 
debate on the “People4Soil” 
initiative with the 
participation of the 
organizers, representatives 
of the European Commission and MEPs, stating that Soil is one of the 
most strategic resources of Europe, ensuring food security, biodiversity 
conservation and climate change regulation.   

Next PETI meeting: - 26-27 May 2021  

See agenda, documents and live broadcast 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/peti/meetings/meeting-documents
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/peti/meetings/meeting-documents
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/peti-committee-meeting_20200714-0900-COMMITTEE-FEMM_vd
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Petition on the pay gap between prison officers working 
in the Autonomous Community of Catalonia and those 
working elsewhere in Spain. 

On 13 April 2021, the Committee discussed a petition related 
the pay gap between prison officers working in the 
Autonomous Community of Catalonia and those working 
elsewhere in Spain. The petitioner explains that this is an 
example of labour discrimination as there are a large number 
of EU recommendations that provide that staff working in prisons to re-educate prisoners and 
enable them to enter society again must receive the same pay for the same work throughout the 
whole of Spain’s territory.  

The Members decided to keep this petition open and to ask the Commission to widen the scope of 
the Discrimination Directive. They also decided to write to the Spanish relevant authorities, 
requesting information on how they intend to deal with this labour discrimination. 

  

End the Cage Age - European Citizens' 
Initiative  
On 15 April 2021, the AGRI Committee, 
with the association of the PETI 
Committee, held a Public Hearing on the 
European Citizens’ Initiative “End the Cage 
Age”.  
With 1.4 million verified signatures from 
citizens across the EU, it became the first 
successful ECI in farmed animal welfare. 
Commissioner Stella Kyriakides underlined 
that animal welfare concerns lie at the heart 

of the EU’s Green Deal and Farm to Fork Strategy. Agriculture Commissioner Janusz Wojciechowski 
stressed that the initiative had his “full support”. He called for more EU farm policy money to be used 
to improve animal welfare. A large number of Members of the European Parliament made 
interventions and, overall, the End the Cage Age ECI received support. 

  

Documents adopted in PETI: 

- Opinion on Strengthening transparency and integrity in the EU institutions by setting up an independent 
EU ethics body 

- Amendment to the AFCO report on Citizens’ dialogues and Citizens’ participation in the EU decision-
making 

 

 
PETI Secretariat 

peti-
secretariat@europarl.europa.eu 

  

 
Follow PETI 

www.europarl.europa.eu/peti/ 
Webstream 

Disclaimer: The items contained herein are drafted by the Secretariat of the Petitions Committee and are provided for general information 
purposes only. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the official 
position of the European Parliament. The PETI Newsletter may contain links to websites that are created and maintained by other organisations. 
The PETI Secretariat does not necessarily endorse the view expressed on these websites. Photos used under the licence of 
www.shutterstock.com and Adobe Stock. 
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